Antifeminist men's rights activism (MRA) has been the subject of considerable media attention in recent years, instigated by events such as Elliot Rodger's misogynist motivated shooting of 20 people in the US state of California in 2014 (see, for example, Blake 2015; Goldwag 2012; Marcotte 2015; Ortiz 2015; Potok and Schlatter 2012; Serwer and Baker 2015; Sharlet 2014) . However, notwithstanding ample historical and cross-national evidence of connections between mass murders and antifeminist ideology, often explicitly spelt out in manifestos and diaries, there has been relatively little scholarly attention to the implications of MRA and rhetoric to such events. This connection was explicit in the case of Marc Lépine's massacre of 14 women in Canada in 1989, George Sodini's shooting of 12 people in the US state of Pennsylvania in 2009, Anders Behring Breivik's mass murder of 77 people in Norway in 2011, and Elliot Rodger's shooting of 20 people in California in 2014.
At the 2014 workshop, a few dozen scholars involved in this area of study from around the world came together to discuss manifestations and impacts of antifeminist men's activism. As previous research has documented, antifeminist men's groups have organised around a variety of social and legal issues across various jurisdictions, ranging from opposition to child custody IJCJ&SD 2 Online version via www.crimejusticejournal.com © 2016 5(2) and child support (Boyd 2004; Mann 2005 ) to opposition to domestic violence services (Dragiewicz 2008 (Dragiewicz , 2011 (Dragiewicz , 2012a (Dragiewicz , 2012b (Dragiewicz , 2012c Girard 2009; Lodhia 2014; Mann 2003 Mann , 2007 Mann , 2008 Menzies 2007; Rosen, Dragiewicz and Gibbs 2009) As the articles in this special issue show, the shape of antifeminist activism is specific to the historical, regional and political contexts in which it arises. However, like much of the feminist action it opposes, antifeminist organising is clustered around two central issues for women's rights: gendered violence and the family. The pieces collected here indicate that these locations continue to be central to the oppression of women, highlighting the ways that the state, traditional and new media, and the law function as key locations of struggle in the fight for women's rights. The articles in this collection identify points of continuity between the mainstream antifeminism of politicians and courts and the extremist views of antifeminist men's groups organising on the Internet. Despite frequent claims that patriarchy is dead and therefore feminism is obsolete in Western countries, the research in this special issue indicates otherwise, pointing to ongoing efforts to erode women's status. Ironically, the upsurge of antifeminist activism can be read as a sign of feminisms' power. After all, if it were truly dead or obsolete would there be so much effort poured into attacking it? The sites of struggle are precisely where there have been feminist victories, or the promise of them.
The articles in this special issue contribute to the small but growing research literature on antifeminist organising that can be used to resist it. They also illuminate the contours of contemporary patriarchy around the globe. We hope that the research and issues raised in these articles will inspire greater attention to the impact of antifeminist backlash in academia and beyond so that we can continue working to secure women's human rights. 
